MAINTAINING A RIGHT HEART IN THE PERILOUS TIMES THAT WE ARE NOW LIVING IN
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!” (2 Timothy 3:1-5)
· It is so important that we do not allow the ways of the world to negatively influence the way that we live our lives as believers

· As Christians we are to be in the world but not of it. That we are to be salt and light in the world so that we can encourage others to come to Christ
This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
In the book of Jeremiah we read,

“Hear the word which the LORD speaks to you, O house of Israel, Thus says the LORD:

“Do not learn the way of the Gentiles;

  Do not be dismayed at the signs of heaven,
  For the Gentiles are dismayed at them.” (Jeremiah 10:1-2)
· In particular it is crucial that we always maintain a right heart as what is in our heart will be greatly reflected in the way that we live our life and relate to others
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23)
Jesus Himself said,

“A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.” (Luke 6:45)

· I felt to begin by looking at just four heart attitudes that we must refuse to allow to take root in our hearts. These are:
i) ENVY 

In the Old Testament we see how easily envy can enter a person’s heart when we look at the life of King Saul. We see this in 1 Samuel 18:5-9
“5 So David went out wherever Saul sent him, and [a]behaved wisely. And Saul set him over the men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the people and also in the sight of Saul’s servants. 6 Now it had happened as they were coming home, when David was returning from the slaughter of the [b]Philistine, that the women had come out of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with joy, and with musical instruments. 7 So the women sang as they danced, and said:
“Saul has slain his thousands,
And David his ten thousands.”
8 Then Saul was very angry, and the saying displeased him; and he said, “They have ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed only thousands. Now what more can he have but the kingdom?” 9 So Saul [c]eyed David from that day forward.” (1 Samuel 18:5-9)
In one moment King Saul went from loving David to resenting him because of envy and jealousy
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Do not be envious of evil men, Nor desire to be with them;” (Proverbs 24:1)

“A sound heart is life to the body, but envy is rottenness to the bones.” (Proverbs 14:30)

All that we truly need in life (true peace, joy, security and purpose) can only be found in Christ. 
As believers we also have the wonderful future hope that for all eternity we will be with Jesus in a place where there will be no more tears, heartache or pain
WE MUST REFUSE TO BE ENVIOUS OF WHAT OTHERS HAVE OR ACHIEVE IN LIFE BUT BECOME THE BEST AT WHAT GOD HAS CALLED US TO DO IN LIFE

ii) UNBELIEF

In the gospel of Luke we read in the Parable of the Persistent Widow an incredible statement from the unjust judge
“Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said, 

“And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them?”

“I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:1-8)

It is so important that we never allow the scepticism of the unsaved world and the ways of the world to influence our lives as believers at a time when Christian values are being rejected by many

Persisting in an area of known sin will also negatively affect our walk with the Lord

In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end,” (Hebrews 3:12-14)
Building our lives on the word of God is a great key to having our faith continually built up
The Apostle Paul wrote, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17)

iii) PRIDE

We must always be careful about not allowing pride to enter our heart, especially when we are experiencing success in life
Pride was the root cause of the fall of Lucifer

Pride can manifest itself in many subtle ways such as having an inability to say that I am sorry to others or even in seeing oneself as being more spiritually mature than others. We all need God’s grace continually

In the Old Testament we see an example of how easily pride can enter into a person’s heart when we look at the life of King Nebuchadnezzar. 

Even though he was warned in dream about the consequences of pride (Daniel 4:4-18) and even though the dream was explained to him by Daniel (We see this in Daniel 4:19-27) King Nebuchadnezzar still succumbed to pride entering into his heart. We see this in the Daniel 4:28-33
“28 All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of the twelve months he was walking 9about the royal palace of Babylon. 30 The king nspoke, saying, “Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and for the honor of my majesty?”
31 oWhile the word was still in the king’s mouth, pa voice fell from heaven: “King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the kingdom has departed from you! 32 And qthey shall drive you from men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. They shall make you eat grass like oxen; and seven 1times shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.”
33 That very hour the word was fulfilled concerning Nebuchadnezzar; he was driven from men and ate grass like oxen; his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair had grown like eagles’ feathers and his nails like birds’ claws.” (Daniel 4:28-33)
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18) AND

iv) OFFENCES
Jesus Himself warned us that many would be offended in the times that we are now living in

Jesus Himself said,

“And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.” (Matthew 24:10-11)
The spirit of offence is very prevalent in the times that we are now living in, just as Jesus predicted

The Devil will continually try and get Christians offended both towards other believers and even towards God

The Devil knows that if he can get Christians offended towards other believers and cause them to become disconnected from fellowship with other Christians they will soon lose their passion for the things of God and begin to struggle in the Christian walk

WE MUST SIMPLY REFUSE TO ALLOW OFFENCES TO ENTER INTO OUR HEART BY BEING ALWAYS QUICK TO FORGIVE THOSE WHO HAVE HURT US

· The bible says much about the importance of maintaining a right heart

· I will now look at just three Scriptures in relation to our heart before sharing 9 important keys or disciplines that can help us to maintain a right heart in the lawless and perilous times that we are now living in
In the book of 1 Samuel we read,

“But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7)

Jesus Himself said,
“21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 22 thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from within and defile a man.” (Mark 7:21-23)
AND
“You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the LORD is at hand. Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold, the Judge is standing at the door!” (James 5:8-9)
Especially given the lateness of the hour that we are now living in how important it is that our heart is right with God given the imminent rapture of all true believers

With this in mind I will now finish with 9 keys or spiritual disciplines that can help us to maintain a right heart in the perilous and lawless times that we are now living in

1) We need to win the battle for the mind by taking all wrong and negative thoughts captive before they take us captive

· The warfare on our minds will be continual until the day we go to be with the Lord
· Our ability to discipline our thought life will greatly determine the condition of our heart and the outcome of our life here on earth

In the book of Proverbs we read,
“For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. “Eat and drink!” he says to you, but his heart is not with you.” (Proverbs 23:7)

· It is so important that we are continually quick to replace wrong and critical thoughts with Christ centred thoughts

· If we fail to do this we will invariably begin to develop wrong heart attitudes and desires

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5)
· Winning the battle for the mind is a great key to also maintaining a right heart 
2) We need to continually keep our focus on things above and live our lives with eternity in mind
· The world is full of temptations and distractions
· The Devil will continually try and get people to focus on the temporary things of this life and on a pursuit of pleasure. This is especially the case in the Western world

· The opinions of others, the expectations of others and having a desire to keep up with the Joneses all can pull us away from having a whole hearted devotion to Christ
Jesus Himself said in His explanation of the Parable of the Sower,

“Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.

But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.” (Mark 4:18-20)

Jesus also said,
“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:34-36)
· Continually focusing on the problems in our life and what is going on in the world around us will invariably cause us to take our focus off the Lord and fill our hearts with anxiety and fear
This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” (Colossians 3:1-2)

· As Christians we do not have to worry about the everyday things of life if we keep our focus on Jesus and the things of the Kingdom
Jesus made this clear when He said,
“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33) 
· WE ONLY HAVE ONE GIFT OF LIFE TO STORE UP TREASURES IN HEAVEN
Jesus Himself said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

· How important it is as believers that we always keep our focus on the eternal things during our time here on earth
3) We need to make our love for Jesus and the word of God our greatest priority in life
· It is so important that we cultivate intimacy in our walk with the Lord. Prayer helps us to get God’s perspective for our life and to become aware of areas in our life that need to be changed
· Our faith is the most precious thing that we have

· Continually putting Christ first in our life and plans is a great key to continually maintaining a right heart in a world that is getting increasing more ungodly and lawless
Jesus Himself said,
“‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment.” (Mark 12:30)

“And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:31)
· It is our love for Christ that enables us to love others unconditional

King David wrote, “Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:4)
· God has a great love for all people. The more we love Jesus the more we will have His heart of compassion for others
· At a time when Jesus said that the love of many would grow cold, more than ever before it is crucial that we PURPOSELY make time to spend with the Lord on a regular basis

· It is only as we maintain an abiding relationship with Jesus Christ that we develop Christ like character in our life

Jesus made this clear when He said,
“Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:4-5)
· In times of great lawlessness and deception it is crucial that we spend time with the Lord with an open bible so that our lives are built on a firm foundation
Jesus Himself said, “If you abide in My word you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32)
Jesus also said, “Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:24-27)
· Meditating consistently on the word of God and applying it to our lives helps us to maintain a right heart and to prosper and to have good success in life
The LORD said to Joshua,

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
The Psalmist wrote,

“How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word.  With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments!  Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.” (Psalm 119:9-11)
· So spending time alone with the Lord with an open bible on a regular (ideally daily) basis is a great key to maintaining a right heart in the lawless times that we are now living in
4) We need to maintain a repentant heart and keep short accounts with God

· This is a great key to maintaining a soft heart and a sensitive conscience
· Having a repentant heart helps us to hear clearly from heaven so that we can avoid making unnecessary wrong choices in life
· Being quick to repent of wrong things and attitudes in our life helps us to maintain a sensitive conscience so that we can instinctively know what is right and wrong when making important choices and decisions in life

The Apostle John wrote, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  (1 John 1:9)  
5) We need to be content with what God gives to us and calls us to do in life
· Especially in the western world people so often get their sense of self worth from what they have and achieve in life

· All advertising is designed to make you discontent with what you have

· Coveting what others have will make us discontent

· All that we truly need in life is found in Christ

The Apostle Paul knew this well and wrote whilst he was in prison,

“But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.” (Philippians 3:7-8)
· Money in particular needs to be our servant and not our master
Jesus made this clear when He wrote,

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.” (Matthew 6:24)
· The Apostle Paul also encouraged us to find our contentment in Christ and to not covet the things of this world
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out… But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” (1 Timothy 6:6, 7, 9-10)
· Finding our contentment in Christ and being appreciative of what God gives us and being simply the best at what God has called us to do in life is a great key to maintaining a right heart
6) We need to continually choose our friends wisely

· Who we associate with in life will greatly determine the outcome of our life

· We need to have people of humility and godly character in our life

· The simple fact is that we become like the company that we keep
· Whilst we need to have a generous love for all people we need to be selective about whom we have in our inner circle of friends

· We need to have friends who will encourage us to grow in our faith and to live for the Kingdom Cause and not friends who are still worldly minded
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.”                 (1 Corinthians 15:33)

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.” (Proverbs 12:26)

“He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed.” (Proverbs 13:20)

7) We need to be continually quick to forgive those who have hurt us, especially our brothers and sisters in the Lord

· We will have many opportunities to be offended in life
· The Devil will particularly try and offend Christians to get them out of fellowship
· The simple fact is that we all need one another in the body of Christ

· Disconnected from fellowship a Christian is more prone to discouragement and to making wrong choices in life

· Jesus warned us that in the times that we are now living in that many would become offended

Jesus Himself said,

“And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. (Matthew 24:10-11)

· We must simply choose to forgive all people at all times if we are to maintain a right heart
8) The importance of being planted in a local church fellowship so that we are accountable to other mature believers
· We are not meant to do the Christian walk in isolation
· Being accountable to other mature Christians is crucial especially given the lawless times that we are now living in
· The simple fact is that we are so often blind to our own faults
· For this reason we need to have other Christians who care for us speaking into our lives so that we can receive wisdom and correction to help us to make right choices in life

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.” (Proverbs 11:14)
· Being submitted and accountable to other believers by being planted in a local church is a great key to maintaining a right heart and to growing in our walk with the Lord

· Given the lawless times that we are now living in it is so important that we are planted in a loving church family

· Especially when we are going through tough times we can be encouraged to maintain a right heart by other Christians when we are part of a church family 

· Having this support helps us to NOT become bitter but better through the trials and challenges that we ALL experience in life

In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”                   (Hebrews 10:23-25)
AND

9) The importance of being careful about what we allow into our eye and ear gates (Especially given the access that we now have continually to the smart phone)

· It is so important what we focus on in life and allow into our ear and eye gates

· We live in a world full of temptations and distractions

· More than ever before we need to be disciplined in what we look at and listen to

· The simple fact is that the Devil will continually try and get us to become worldly focused so that we lose our passion for the things of God and stumble into sin
· Even King David, the only person in the bible referred to as being a man after God’s own heart stumbled into sin when he looked upon the wife of Uriah bathing from the top of his palace
· After looking at Bathsheba King David committed adultery with her and then had her husband murdered before he truly repented before God (We see an account of this in 2 Samuel Chapter 11)
· So if King David, a man after God’s own heart could fall like this into sin by looking at things that he should not have been looking at, we all have the potential to do so as well
· Focusing on the right things and being disciplined in what we listen to and look at is therefore a great key to maintaining a right heart
· In particular our smart phone must always be our servant and not our master
The Apostle Paul gave us good advice on what we should focus on when he wrote,
“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8)
· So in conclusion may I encourage you to focus on maintaining a right heart in the perilous times that we are now living in
Like King David we need to say, 

“Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me, and know my anxieties; And see if there is any wicked way in me, And lead me in the way everlasting.” (Psalm 139:23-24)
· It is in maintaining a right heart that we will remain strong in our faith in the lawless times that we are now living in AND that we will position ourselves for promotion in God’s kingdom
· God has so much planned for every believer’s life

I will finish with the words of the Apostle Paul,
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever, Amen” (Ephesians 3:21)

I would like to now give everyone the opportunity of getting their heart right with God. 

In particular I would like to give all those who fall into any of the following three categories the opportunity of getting your heart right with God today:
1) Those who have never yet given their heart to Jesus Christ (The most important decision of our life is where we spend eternity – Only Jesus Christ can save us from our sins and open up heaven for us when we breathe our last breath)
2) Those who once were on fire for the Lord but who have been distracted by the cares of this world and other things entering into their lives 
(If you have become cold in your walk with the Lord today is the best day to recommit your heart to Jesus Christ and to reconnect with His plan for your life) OR
3) Those who are holding on to offences because of what others have done to you 
(Today you need to forgive and release those who have hurt you for your sake and not theirs)

PRAYER TO RECEIVE CHRIST
Dear Father God today I turn from my sins to live for You. I believe that Jesus Christ died for all my sins on the cross at Calvary and arose from the dead three days later. Today I invite Jesus Christ to come into my heart and life to be my Lord and Saviour and best friend from this day on. Jesus baptise me with the Holy Spirit I pray, Amen
